
The best care that you can give to your tools is to clean them after every

use. They should never need major repairs if they are kept clean. Tools

should be cleaned thoroughly with soap and water or rubbing alcohol

after each use, and then dried carefully. 

WD-40 is good for removing tough stains 

from the cutting surfaces of the tools left 

by plants that exude a sticky sap. After each 

cleaning, dry your tools and oil lightly with 

Three-In-One (available at Home Depot).

If you need to sharpen your tools, sharpening stones need to be smooth

and flat. Coarse or medium stones are desirable for heavy work, such as

removing a nick in the blade. The finishing touches require a fine stone.

After cleaning and sharpening, tools should be oiled lightly. Excess oil

should be wiped away. With regular cleaning, sharpening and oiling, your

bonsai tools can be at your service for decades.
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